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ABSTRACT : 

PURPOSE: To clean a sensor part which detects the turbidity of a laundry solution 
provided at a drain valve by supplying clean water from a cleaning hose to the drain valve 
by operating the cleaning electromagnetic valve of a water supply valve at the initial stage 
of a stopping process in which combination washing tub and dehydration tub is rotated with 
inertia . 

CONSTITUTION: A light emitting part 27 and a light receiving part 28 comprising a sensor 

14 are arranged at thin thickness parts 20, 26 1 formed at the drain valve 10, and the thin 
thickness parts 26, 26 1 are transmitted with an infrared ray. At the stopping process, the 
power source of a motor being operated in dehydration is turned off, however, a drain 
electromagnetic valve 6 remains being turned on, and the combination washing tub and 
dehydration tub 1 is rotated with inertia changing from constant rotation. When rotating 
speed is decreased gradually, the drain electromagnetic valve 5 is turned off, and a brake 
is applied. A cleaning electromagnetic valve 25 is operated only for a certain time (t) at 
the initial stage of the above inertia rotation, and the clean water is injected to the 
inside of a drainage 30 passing the cleaning hose 21. Since the hole 29a of a pipe 29 is 
formed in almost the tangent direction of an inner wall part 31, the water runs along the 
„inner wall part 31, which cleans the thin thickness parts 26, 26' . At this time, since the 
drain electromagnetic valve 6 remains being turned on, the water after cleaning is exhausted 
outside a machine via a drain hose 11. 
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